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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to amendment filed 2/4/2005 . 

2. ^ The allowed clalm(s) is/are 24-26.28 and 29 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 24 March 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. ^ Acknowledgnnent is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-{d) or (f). 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 2/4/2005, with respect to claims 24-26, 28 
& 29 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The previous rejection is withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 24-26, 28 & 29 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claim 25, the prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest the combination 
of all limitations required in claim 25 for a lens device that includes wherein said first format 
and said second format differ by at least one of position voltage, reference voltage, voltage 
width, and polarity, and wherein said lens device is attached to one of the cameras, and said lens 
control signal is received from the attached camera, wherein the first data format and the second 
data format use analog signals, and wherein the camera interface board is detachably attached 
to the lens circuit board '' 

Regarding claim 29, the prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest the combination 
of all limitations required in claim 29 for a lens device that includes wherein the camera 
interface board is detachably attached to the lens control circuit board, wherein the camera 
interface board performs: receiving, via the analog link an analog lens control signal from the 
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camera : converting, in accordance with a camera manufacturer code signal the lens control 
signal into a signal understandable by the lens control circuit board; and providing, to the lens 
control circuit board via the single serial digital link the signal understandable by the lens 
control circuit board'' 

Regarding claim 24, this claim is allowed for the same reasons provided in claim 29. 

Regarding claim 26, this claim is dependent of claim 29. 

Regarding claim 28, this claim is dependent of claim 25, 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhan T. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7371. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8:00am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubHshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubHc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


NT. 



^ JamesJ-Groody 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 


